Existential criticism

Existencial Criticism:

A modern school of literary criticism, identified especially with Jean-Paul Sartre, that rejects traditional critical questions and concerns and instead examines literature in light of existentialism, a philosophical theory that emphasizes existence over essence, free will and the attendant responsibility for making choices, and anxiety in the face of a meaningless world.  In theatre, existential plays are most closely associated with the theatre of the absurd
. 
Student Tasks:

1. Who are the most influential proponents of this type of critical theory?

2. What are some of the major concepts, ideas, characteristics, etc., of this type of theory?  How does one employ/use these concepts?

3. What kinds of questions would an existential reading of a text produce/pose/employ, or kinds of explorations does an existential reading encourage?

4. What are the strengths of this type of reading practice?

5. Does the group see or feel that there are some weaknesses in this type of reading?   

� This assignment would not be possible without the support, knowledge, and expertise of Carol Ricker-Wilson. Ricker-Wilson, Carol. “Critical What.” TDSB Professional Development. TDSB. Toronto, 16 February 2007.


� Morner, Kathleen & Rausch, Ralph. From Absurd to Zeitgeist. NTC Publishing Group: Chicago, 1997. 





